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BIENVENUE
- WELCOME TO AKAROA & THE BAYS

Akaroa, un village cotier avec un
petit air frangais, offre un accueil des
plus chaleureux a tous les visiteurs.
Vous pourrez vous y détendre ou
participer aux nombreuses activités
qui vous sont offertes.

Akaroa, a French inspired coastal
village, extends the warmest of
welcomes to all visitors. You will be
able to relax here or take part in the
numerous activities that are offered
to you.

Akaroa is a charming harbour
village with a distinctive French
flavour. The Ngai Tahu tribe had
already discovered the beauty of
the location well before Captain
Cook sighted Akaroa Harbour in

the 1770s but it was in 1840 that
the township was established by
French settlers. The character and
names of the narrow streets still bear
their French heritage - such as Rue
Lavaud, the main street Many of the
original cottages still stand where
they were built beside chattering
streams, surrounded by spreading
walnut trees the settlers planted to

remind themselves of home.
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The Banks Peninsula landform is
the result of violent eruptions of
three volcanoes millions of years
ago. Akaroa Harbour, Lyttelton
Harbour and the surrounding bays
with their spectacular indented
coastlines, are the remaining

legacies of the Earth's fury.

Today, there is often a slow-paced
bustle to Akaroa The deep blue
waters of the harbour lap against
the wharf, children fish for cod
with hand lines, and sightseeing
boats unload excited visitors
returning from encounters with
Hector's dolphins. Cafés open

onto the streets and harbour
promenades, where locals and
visitors enjoy the sun, wine, food,
coffee and conversation. Boutique
art and craft shops and galleries are
abuzz with visitors admiring and
buying the local works of Banks
Peninsula artists and craftspeople.
A unique and captivating corner of

New Zealand, we invite you to visit

and let Akaroa weave its charm.
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AKAROA HARBOUR

Akaroa, which in Maori means
‘long harbour, was the region’s first
substantial European settlement
and safe haven for early whalers
and sealers working in the wild
southern ocean beyond its striking
headlands.

Originally the caldera of an
ancient volcano, as the oceans
rose and the entrance sill eroded
away it filled with sea water to
become the beautiful harbour

it is today. Its sparkling waters
are home to a variety of sea life
including the world's smallest
and rarest dolphins, the Hector's
dolphins as well as New Zealand
fur seals, little blue penguins and a
myriad of bird life.

The peninsula shoreline is also
home to the largest mainland
white-flippered penguin colony.
A harbour cruise is a great way

to see the resident paua and
salmon marine farm, the source
of the renowned Akaroa Salmon;
popular on menus throughout the
region and New Zealand.
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Now you can explore and learn
the fascinating history of this
unigue environment with one

of our local operators. There are
activities for everyone including
wild life cruises, swimming with
the dolphins, sea kayaking, paddle
boats, fishing and sailing.

For those in search of relaxation,
lie back under the sun on the
sand while the family enjoy
paddling and swimming at the
safe beach. Around the harbour's
edges there are also plenty of
activities for those who prefer
terra firma. Enjoy a farm tour, visit
the dramatic outer bays, take a
seal and penguin colony tour, go
horse trekking or mountain biking
or watch surfers as they catch the
waves at one of the neighbouring
surf beaches.

THINGS TO SEE & DO:

« Artists abound

« Maori & cultural heritage

* Romantic getaways

« Scenic harbour cruises

* Waterfront bistros

« White-flippered penguin colony
« Hector’s dolphins

* Harbour & coastal fishing
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By sea or land, guided or on your
own, there is plenty to explore
around Akaroa Those who enjoy
walking will find charming lanes,
colonial architecture and stunning
views to reward every footstep.
There are walks for any energy
level from a gentle amble around
the town, to more adventurous
hikes.

Before you start, visit the Akaroa
Visitor Centre and chose from

the comprehensive range of
brochures and maps to enlighten
your walk experience. The Village
Walk' series offers gentle routes
through the Akaroa reserves,
visiting places of historic interest,
such as the French cemetery

and the Britomart monument
where the British raised the Union
Jack to claim the territory just
before the French settlers arrived.
Families will enjoy the Garden

of Tane, exploring a myriad of
tracks through the trees, the old
fashioned playground and the
fascinating history which abounds
on cemetery headstones.
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Enjoy a 45 minute circuit of
L'Aube Hill French Cemetery or
one hour circular of the Britomart

Monument.

For more ambitious walkers the
‘Country Walk' series offers routes
ranging from one hour to all day.
Walk the Woodhills Track North
and stop halfway at quirky Tree
Crop Farm for refreshments, or

branch on up to the Heritage Park.

For a real stretch of the legs climb
800m to the top of Stony Bay
Peak behind Akaroa, and marvel
at the panoramic views from the
Pacific Ocean to the Southern
Alps.

The Banks Peninsula Track has
delighted visitors for twenty

years with its unique blend

of whimsical and historic
accommodation and a stunningly
diverse track route. Two or four
days. Open from October to the
end of April.

See conservation in action at one
of the numerous Department
of Conservation reserves on the

peaks around the harbour or the

truly inspirational Hinewai Reserve
which offers over 12 kilometres of
well mapped tracks from summit
to sea level, including stands of
ancient trees and huge areas of
young regenerating bush. Or walk
along the beach and fossick for
shells and other treasures. Each
outer bay offers you a different
beach to explore - all unique, all
intimate, and so often it's just you,
the scenery and the sea.

WALKING OPTIONS:

« Akaroa village walks

« Akaroa country walks
* Reserves & bush

= Banks Peninsula Track
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INDULGENT AKAROA

Dining alfresco, boutique
shopping, revitalising with

a therapeutic massage or
appreciating some of the best
contemporary art Canterbury
has to offer - whatever your
indulgence, Akaroa provides it

From fine dining to modern

café fare, using the finest local
ingredients - Akaroa Salmon, fresh
seafood, olives, gourmet produce
and the specialty cheeses from
historic Barrys Bay cheese factory.

The local farmers market is held
every Saturday morning through
the summer. Banks Peninsula has
an abundance of produce and a
great micro-climate and lots of
passionate gardeners.

Enjoy the experience of eating
fish and chips on the beach with
Akaroa cod from the harbour,
followed by a relaxing stroll along
the waterfront.

Coffee aromas tempt shoppers as
they browse the many boutiques
- the specialist merchants' stores
are filled with treasures awaiting

discovery. Enjoy a glass of select

wine and watch the sun dip over
the harbour.

Banks Peninsula has a vibrant art
scene and is home to many artists
in their galleries and studios. From
the changing exhibitions at local
galleries to the vibrant gardens, an
afternoon uncovering the hidden
treasures of Akaroa is a joy.
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HISTORY ABOUNDS

Something magic happens

when you reach the Hilltop to
Akaroa The beauty that unfolds
before you and the intimacy of
the landscape create a sense of
tranquillity. Your eyes are drawn
to the Onawe Peninsula thrusting
into the harbour waters below.
Take a moment to reflect how
peaceful it appears now because
in 1831 Onawe was the scene
of terrible bloodshed when it
became a deadly trap to the local
tribe fortified upon it

The highway ends at Akaroa

- the oldest colonial town in

the South Island, and famed

as New Zealand's sole French
colonial settlement. Here history
comes alive in every corner of
the town with some precincts
being nationally registered as a
Historic Area in recognition of its
remarkable collection of historic
buildings.

Akaroa is renowned as a place to
unwind, to enjoy nature and to
soak up times past You can stay

in a beautifully restored heritage

building - there is something to
suit every budget - and explore
the colonial village streets. A
charming cottage, a picturesque
church, the Maori Marae or an
intriguing artefact will delight
you. Understand Akaroa through
its past at the Akaroa Museum
and watch a 20 minute film on
Akaroa’s history. Over the hill in
Okains Bay, The Okains Bay Maori
& Colonial Museum houses an
outstanding Maori collection and
is a great way to gain an insight
into life on the Peninsula in
former times.
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AKAROA
VILLAGE MAP
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Campervan-friendly
Car Parks

Public Toilets
Money Machines
Boat Ramp

Hospital and
Akaroa Doctors

Walking Trails

Police

Visitor Centre

ATTRACTIONS & ACTIVITIES

OPERATOR LOCATIONS
WINE & DINE

between pages 15 & 41 HEALTH & BEAUTY

TOURS & TRANSPORT
@ A~ccomMMODATION

o

Numbers refer to operators listed . SHOPPING
4
4
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AKAROA EVENTS

Akaroa's events program is strongly influenced by the town's French

heritage, bringing to life the distinct character of the district. These major

events are also an expression of community diversity, artistic nature and

culture, bought to life through live performance and activity.

For more info on all these events go to ‘Events’ on www.akaroacom

14 JUL 2010

‘Le Rendevous’

Celebrate Bastille Day Akaroa Style
including a fun night at The Gaiety
with bands The Drew Peacocks
and The DUDs Ukulele Band.

1-26 SEP 2010

Feast of Akaroa

As part of the ‘Feast of Canterbury,
Akaroa will be showcasing its
fresh, local produce and wine of
the area Al Brown: popular chef,
TV presenter, writer, will run two
one day courses at The Akaroa
Cooking School.

20 - 21 NOV 2010

Akaroa Classic & Traditional
Boat Regatta

See a wide range of traditional
and classic boats on display and
on the water.

14 - 30 JAN 2011

International Akaroa

Summer Festival

An array of distinguished
international musicians and tutors
will provide inspiring daily lessons,
master classes and concerts. Also
on offer are solo performances,

chamber music and a string

orchestra. here in Akaroa.

6 FEB 2011

Waitangi Day Celebrations

A great family fun day out in
Okains Bay including a traditional
Maori welcome onto the Marae
at 10am with two magnificent
carved waka being paddled

up the river. Colonial displays,
exhibits, crafts, vintage engines,
steam engine, printing presses,
children's games, tug-o-war,
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traditional hangi lunch, music and ~ to Akaroa. Make a weekend of it

a garden bar and so much more. by booking into one of the many

wonderful B&Bs in Akaroa and
26 MAR 2011 enjoy a family weekend away.
Le Race

The annual cycle race from
Cathedral Square, Christchurch

MAP
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Kia ora, bonjour, welcome!

With so much to explore in
Akaroa and Banks Peninsula
there is no better place to start
your holiday experience than

by visiting the friendly staff at
the Akaroa Visitor Centre. We
are prominently located on the
main street and are a focal point
for visitors to the township. We
provide friendly face-to-face,
telephone and email contact

7 days a week (closed Christmas
Day only).

We will answer your questions,
provide advice, share our

local knowledge and secrets

of all those things that are so
special about Akaroa and Banks
Peninsula. So, for the best advice
on where to go and what to see
make the Akaroa Visitor Centre
your first stop.

INFO AKAROA & THE BAYS, BANKS PENINSULA

We are a one stop travel
shop offering:

= Accommodation bookings = Activities & attractions

= Transportoptions  Onward bookings  Local information & events
* Maps, postcards & souvenirs « NZ Post Agency

80 Rue Lavaud, Akaroa P +64 3 304 8600 akaroa@christchurchnz.com
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www.akaroa.com

The website to visit to plan your
next trip to beautiful Akaroa.

Go online for all the up to argd
date events in the area and
all the information you need

when booking transport, - -
accommodation, activities

and cafes/restaurants. W akaroa.oom

To contact the Akaroa District Promotions office email: adp@akaroa.com
or phone 03 304 7816.
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